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FOREWORD

It is an honour to be asked to write the introduction to Leratong's Annual 
Report for 2006. 

The Embassy of Ireland has been fortunate to participate and share in 
Leratong's remarkable journey over the last few years. From the small 
space on a hilltop first identified as a good site for the hospice, through the 
construction and toil of Leratong's creation, and on to the hospice's 
opening and the wonderful care and comfort it is able to provide today, the 
Embassy has admired and respected the incredible work and devotion of 
Fr. Kieran and his team. 

It is almost a cliché to say that the Government of Ireland appreciates such hard work, but, in 
this instance, it could not be more the case. The many Ministers and representatives we have 
brought to Leratong over the last few years have been greatly moved by the experience, 
sharing tales of its remarkable kindnesses and hard work with everyone else they have met in 
South Africa, and, on returning to Ireland, spreading the word about this small hospice in 
Atteridgeville where so few achieve so much every single day.

It has been said before, but Leratong, as the name suggests, is genuinely a place of love, and 
visiting, for me and all the Embassy staff, remains a humbling experience. This is a place of 
affirmation and hope. Leratong serves the community and belongs to the community.

The Embassy of Ireland looks forward to many more years of partnership, sharing and 
learning from this remarkable celebration of life and how to live it.

With continued best wishes,

Gerard Corr
Ambassador of Ireland.
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Mary Harney, Tanaiste with patient
(Irish Deputy Prime Minister)
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